Marine LtCol. Gregg A. Sturdevant probably won't talk much about the Bronze Star Medal he was awarded March 24 during Operation Enduring Freedom because he lets his actions speak for him.





	The Commanding Officer of the 13th Marine Expeditionary Unit (Special Operations Capable)'s Aviation Combat Element – Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 165 (rein), comprised of 32 helicopters and jets and 500 Marines and Sailors – diverts attention from the award by talking about the job everyone around him did.





	“I'm proud and I'm pleased that the Army thought enough of my performance to award me the Bronze Star.  Like every other award, it would not have been possible without a whole lot of other folks, from the Marines we brought up to Bagram, (Afghanistan), to the Army there, to the task force commanders,” said Sturdevant, 44.





	Sturdevant was awarded the medal for “exceptionally meritorious achievement” while serving as the Commanding Officer of Task Force 165, in the Coalition Joint Task Force-Mountain at Bagram, Afghanistan, in direct support of Operation Anaconda.





	Despite the seeming discomfort in discussing the award, Sturdevant showed no signs of reluctance to lead Marines into battle.





	A native of Kansas City, Mo., Sturdevant has spent 24 years in the Marine Corps preparing himself for the opportunity CJTF-Mountain afforded him.





	He ended his first tour of duty in 1979, after four years as an enlisted admin clerk with meritorious promotions to corporal and sergeant.  After earning a bachelor's degree in business administration from Southeastern Missouri State University, Sturdevant decided to pursue a career as an officer in the Corps.  Upon graduating flight training in Pensacola, Fla., he was designated a Naval Aviator and a CH-46 Sea Knight helicopter pilot.





	“As an aviator, being a squadron commander is the highlight of your career.  Being a commander and leading Marines into battle is exciting, but nervous work.  The goal of this deployment was to fight terrorism and get everyone home safe.  I trained and trained and trained and finally got the chance to apply everything.  Still, I was shocked, and completely taken by surprise with this award.”





	Sturdevant got the chance to lead when the U.S. Central Command directed the 13th MEU (SOC) to provide AH-1W Super Cobra and CH-53E Super Stallion helicopters and KC-130 Hercules airplanes for Operation Anaconda in the Paktia Province region of Afghanistan.  The 13th MEU (SOC) also provided AV-8B Harrier jets for combat sorties in support of operations in Afghanistan.





	More than 70 Marines, five Cobras and three “53s” made the long flight from here to Bagram, March 3.  After eight hours of sleep that night, recalls the slender 6-foot Sturdevant, pilots, planners, mechanics, ordnance technicians and support Marines worked day and night supporting and launching combat operations until they returned March 26.





	He served as commander of the Marine detachment, mission planner, briefer, interface between other task forces, and perhaps most importantly, as Air Mission Commander for a series of air combat missions.  





As Air Mission Commander, Sturdevant flew in the command and control helicopter, a Black Hawk, directing three helicopter airborne assaults to allow coalition forces on the ground to maneuver and support forces with air assault power and rotary wing close air support from Cobras, said Capt. Leaf H. Wade, assistant air officer for the 13th MEU (SOC)'s Command Element.





During the three assaults he commanded – equivalent of a battalion air assault – “his senior leadership was crucial to the success,” said Wade, who served alongside Sturdevant as liaison officer between TF-165 and the Coalition Force Land Component Command (Forward), or CFLCC (FWD).  





	“When doing mission planning and executing air assaults, LtCol. Sturdevant truly stood out.   Just interfacing with the Army, which has different tactics, techniques and procedures, and getting everyone to perform as one team was an amazing accomplishment.”





“We worked with the CJTF-Mountain staff, Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen and coalition forces and everyone was focused,” said Sturdevant, who is married with two children.  “We knew we had a difficult job to do and we did it.”





	Even though he preaches the importance of the team, Sturdevant's “technical and tactical proficiency, dedication to duty, and commitment to mission accomplishment under the most extreme of circumstances, greatly contributed to the success of Operation Enduring Freedom.”





	Sturdevant credits rigorous training he completed throughout his Marine Corps career and especially the Rapid Response Planning Process of a MEU, with giving him the confidence and ability to accomplish so much.





	“Marines always talk about how we train the way we fight,” said Sturdevant, who holds master's degrees in management and military studies.  “When it comes time to fight the enemy, good training makes everything fall into place.  I sent my guys down range, and I worried about them getting shot at by the enemy, but I had confidence in their abilities.”





	Personally, Sturdevant said his work ethic – do things the right way the first time – was instilled by his father, a retired Marine gunnery sergeant.  He called his relationship with his father and subsequent hard work a clear case of leadership by example.


	


	That leadership is the reason Sturdevant now wears a Bronze Star Medal – something he may not feel comfortable with yet, but an unmistakable honor he earned in the fight against terrorism.


	





