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Guards at Camp X-Ray are spun up on Islam

U. S. NAVAL BASE, GUANTANAMO BAY, CUBA—When Lt. Abuhena M. Saiful-Islam, Muslim chaplain, Joint Task Force-160, conducted the first ‘call to prayer’ at Camp X-Ray many service members were just as surprised as some of the detainees. If they were aware of the prayer call before hand, most didn’t understand the meaning of it. Now no one is left in the dark as an Islamic education class is afforded to all incoming service members.

The first to receive the class were the 988th Military Police Company from Fort Benning, Ga., who will join soldiers and Marines already tasked with guarding detainees. According to Saiful-Islam, it is vital these personnel receive the class prior to assuming duties at Camp X-Ray.

“These are the service members who will be guarding and taking care of detainees’ needs day after day, so it is critical they have an understanding of the Islamic religion,” he said.

During the class Saiful-Islam discussed the Islamic belief system, basic terms used by Islamic followers, and the five pillars of faith, which are the declaration of faith, prayer, purification of wealth, fasting, and pilgrimage. He explained to the soldiers how each of these would fall in with the job they are doing and how they could best perform their job while not disrespecting detainees’ rights under the Geneva Convention of 1949.

Saiful-Islam also discussed some concerns brought up since his arrival here during heightened controversy over detainees’ rights. An issue that has since dwindled following positive reports from the International Committee of the Red Cross/ Red Crescent and Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld.

“Issues were brought to my attention by some of the detainees that prayer had been disturbed,” said Saiful-Islam. “The reason this occurs is because service members may not recognize when a detainee is praying, or some of the customs Islamic followers abide by. I think the class will clear these things up.”

For guards at X-Ray, the class is a welcomed tool that will hopefully help them on the job.

“I think if we respect the detainees they will probably be more cooperative with our security measures, making our job much easier,” said Spec. Melissa D. Manes, a MP from Salem, Mo.

Since the chaplain’s arrival, prayer caps and a Koran, the Islamic holy book, have become part of the detainees’ basic issue during initial processing at X-Ray. He has also ensured that each of the three meals served daily is considered a Halal, or religiously appropriate for Muslims, and they have the opportunity to pray five times daily. Medical care provided to detainees is equal to that of U.S. service members.   

