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KABUL, Afghanistan – Ahead of the convoy is the snow-capped, Hindu-Kush mountain chain. On a road that goes forever into the horizon, the sand-colored hummers travel with ease in the rocky, stark environment. For the Marines of Task Force Kabul, 4th Marine Expeditionary Brigade (Anti-Terrorism), it’s just another routine convoy to Bagram, Afghanistan, for supplies.


As lead driver, it’s the objective of Cpl. Joshua G. Lambert, police sergeant, TF Kabul, 4th MEB (AT), to set the pace of the convoy and provide security to the personnel.


According to Lambert, a native of Columbus, Miss., it’s easy to grow complacent when you make a trip to someplace as often as he has to Bagram. Though they’ve traveled the route more than 60 times, he knows his fellow Marines and himself must stay ever vigilant.


“You have to stay alert at all times and be ready for the worst to come,” explained Lambert. “You never know what is out there or what threats are imminent.”


There are many obstacles encountered on the drive to Bagram, which, according to Lambert, is another reason not to get too comfortable.


“As the trip to Bagram begins – through the winding streets of Kabul – people run out in the middle of the road, sheep impede progress, and children play without heed to traffic,” Lambert recalled. “There are rocks on the road, people carrying weapons, animals, and merchants pedaling their wares – just to name a few of the obstacles we encounter.”


Leaving the city, the adventure really begins, according to Lambert. Though the road is surrounded by desolation, vehicles, people and other obstacles can appear out of nowhere.


“The road to Bagram is an amazing site,” the two-year Operation Enduring Freedom veteran said. “Last year, I was in Kandahar with the 26th Marine Expeditionary Unit. There wasn’t any snow on the mountains, not to mention that there are far more people up here. When we saw people, we assumed they were a threat of some sort. Now we have to take caution, but cannot accuse everyone of being Taliban.”


On the one-hour trip, Lambert explained how common it is see vehicles pop out of nowhere. Mines explode on the side of the road and camels run through the desert sands.

The trail vehicle driver for convoys, Cpl. Clifford A. Moniz, gave his perspective on trips to Bagram.

“Every time I drive to Bagram, I know it is a hot spot. Because of that, it’s not hard to stay attentive,” Moniz said. “As you drive through warlord vehicle checkpoints and along the vast roads, you see people holding AK-47s, RPGs (rocket-propelled grenades), children holding younger children. I was driving to Bagram this one time, and as we pulled right into the business district part of town, I saw a girl – no more than 10-years old – holding a hand grenade.”

Like Lambert, this is Moniz’s second tour in Afghanistan. He concurred with Lambert, saying the road to Bagram is different than the rest of the country.

“The elevation change is probably the most dramatic change in landscape,” Moniz explained. “There were mountains in the Kandahar area, but no snow like there is here.”

Lambert and Moniz serve with the task force at the U.S. embassy. TF Kabul’s main objective is to provide security at the embassy and deter any threat. Both of these Marines are an integral part of this fighting force, because they take care of everything from supplies to the safety of security posts.

Both Marines said they are proud to be a part of Operation Enduring Freedom for a second year in a row.

“I am proud and honored to be able to give justice to my fallen brothers,” said Moniz, a Providence, R.I., native. “I wanted to be a Marine to be utilized in real life situations, whether in the U.S. embassy or in Kandahar. Training is great – using your skills in this real world situation is better.”

Lambert had similar feelings.

“It makes me feel like I am doing my part knowing that I have a key role in all that is happening in the global war on terrorism,” explained Lambert.

As the Marines turn the starter, the Humvee’s engine answers with an impressive roar. After the supplies, mail and other gear are collected Moniz and Lambert are headed back down the long and winding road, leaving Bagram in the dust behind.
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