Headline: Secretary of the Navy Visits USS Peleliu During Operation Enduring Freedom (Photo essay)

By: Sergeant Joseph R. Chenelly

ABOARD USS PELELIU (North Arabian Sea) – Secretary of the Navy Gordon R. England visited Marine and Sailors of the15th Marine Expeditionary Unit (Special Operations Capable) here October 30, 2001. 

Secretary England addressed Marines and Sailors telling them their support to Operation Enduring Freedom is vital to the success of America's war on terrorism. He also explained that he is working hard to keep the ship's deployment schedule as previously planned. The 15th MEU (SOC) is still slated to return to San Diego in February 2002. 

Secretary England spoke with hundreds of Marines and Sailors and posed for photos with many. He also presented several service members with achievement medals and reenlisted others.

The 15th MEU (SOC), which is embarked aboard three amphibious ships, has been in the Arabian Sea supporting the international war on terrorism since the end of September.
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ABOARD USS PELELIU (North Arabian Sea) – Secretary of the Navy Gordon R. England listens to a Marine with the15th Marine Expeditionary Unit (Special Operations Capable) explains the MEU’s new fire and forget anti-armor missle system here October 30, 2001. (Official USMC Photo by Sgt. Joseph R. Chenelly)
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ABOARD USS PELELIU (North Arabian Sea) – Secretary of the Navy Gordon R. England looks over the sights while a Marine with the15th Marine Expeditionary Unit (Special Operations Capable) displays some of the MEU’s small arms here October 30, 2001. (Official USMC Photo by Sgt. Joseph R. Chenelly)
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ABOARD USS PELELIU (North Arabian Sea) – Secretary of the Navy Gordon R. England asks a Marine with the15th Marine Expeditionary Unit (Special Operations Capable) about the capabilities of some of the small arms the MEU has in its arsenal October 30, 2001. 

Secretary England addressed the Marines and Sailors here telling them their support to Operation Enduring Freedom is vital to the success of America's war on terrorism. He also explained that all must be ready for a long battle against terrorism. He explained he is working hard to keep the ship's deployment schedule as previously planned to allow for much needed rest. The 15th MEU (SOC) is still slated to return to San Diego in February 2002. (Official USMC Photo by Sgt. Joseph R. Chenelly)
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ABOARD USS PELELIU (North Arabian Sea) – – Secretary of the Navy Gordon R. England addresses Marine and Sailors of the15th Marine Expeditionary Unit (Special Operations Capable) here October 30, 2001. He told them their support to Operation Enduring Freedom is vital to the success of America's war on terrorism. He also explained that he is working hard to keep the ship's deployment schedule as previously planned. The 15th MEU (SOC) is still slated to return to San Diego in February 2002. (Official USMC Photo by Lance Cpl. Matthew J. Decker)
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ABOARD USS PELELIU (North Arabian Sea) – Secretary of the Navy Gordon R. England talks with a Marine with the15th Marine Expeditionary Unit (Special Operations Capable) about participating in Operation Enduing Freedom during a visit here October 30, 2001.  

Secretary England spoke wit(Official USMC Photo by Sgt. Joseph R. Chenelly) h hundreds of Marines and Sailors and posed for photos with many. He also presented several service members with achievement medals and reenlisted others. (Official USMC Photo by Sgt. Joseph R. Chenelly) 

